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above-identified application. A copy of the art is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 
Furthermore, pursuant to 37 C.F.R, §§ 1.97(g) and (h), no representation is made that a search 
has been made or that this art is material to patentability of the present application. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims of Applicants' above-referenced patent application are 
patentably distinguishable from these references. 

While Applicants believe no fees are due, if any fees are due, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-3183 of Sprinkle IP Law Group, 

Respectfully sui)fTfitted, 



Dated: ^2^/^/ 

P.O. Box 684767 
Austin, TX 78768 
Tel. 512-637-9220 
Fax. 512-371-9088 



Sprinkl^lP Law Group 

Atto jyioyo ' for App lic a ols 



Steven R. Sprinkle 
Reg. No. 40,825 



SEP 01 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 



^^WSrmation disclosure 
statement by applicant 


Application Nunnber 


09/870,993 


Filing Date 


6/1/2001 


First Named Inventor 


Gregory Guttmann, et. al. 


Group Art Unit 


2151 


Examiner Name 


Tang , Kuo Liang J. 


Sheet 


1 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


VIGN1700 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, 
Columns, Unes 
Where Relevant 

Passages or 
Figures Appear 




Number Kind Code f/f 

known) 






5,907,326 












A7 


6,202,066 


B1 




DarKiey, ei. ai. 






AS 


2002/0026359 


A1 


4 /OO /OA AO 

2/28/2002 


Long, et. al. 






A9 


6,546,397 


B1 


4/8/2003 


Rempell 






A10 


5,845,299 




12/1/1998 


Arora, et. al. 






A11 


5,900,871 




5/4/1999 


Atkin, et. al. 












































































































































































Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 
(Number 43) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, 
Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant 

Passages or 
Figures Appear 


*^Code^ Number K\n6 Co6e (if known) 








































































Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





